ecor 


Abedini  release  not  part  of  deal 

■■■■■  American  pastor, 

others  left  behind 
in  nuke  negotiation 


SOUTHERN  BAPTIST 
CONVENTION  MEETING 
VIDEO  RELEASED 

COLUMBUS,  Ohio  (BP)  - 
The  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  annual  meeting 
2016  Video  Recap,  which 
can  be  shared  through 
social  media  a*  well  as 
church  and  small  group 
settings,  is  now  available. 
At  just  under  11  min¬ 
utes  in  length,  the  video 
reproduces  highlights 
from  the  annua)  meeting 
June  16-17  at  the  Greater 
Columbus  Convention 
Center  in  Columbus  Oh 
The  direct  online  link 
to  the  SBC  2015  Video 
Recap  is  https://vimeo. 
com/ 133792917 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  Though  their  life  better  in  prison...  and 
America’s  release  of  four  Iranian  is  the  fastest  way  to  get  them 
prisoners  in  2012-13  was  viewed  out  of  prison.” 
by  some  as  part  of  a  deal  for  Release  of  American  detainees 
Iran's  release  of  three  captured  "probably  should  have  even  been 
American  hikers,  a  Wall  Street  a  procondition*  of  nuclear  nego- 
Journal  report  suggests  the  pris-  tfabons,  Wolf  said,  with  Iranian 
oner  releases  were  also  related  diplomats  being  told  at  the  start, 
to  a  private  aeries  of  negotia-  "We  won’t  even  begin  to  sit  down 
tions  mat  paved  the  way  for  this  and  begin  to  talk  until  you  release 
month’?  controversial  nuclear  them.”  At  minimum,  the  release 
agreement  between  the  U.S.  and  of  American  prisoners  “should 
the  Islamic  extremist  country.  have  been  a  part  of  any  deal." 

The  prisoner  releases,  which  Abedini,  a  native  of  Iran  and 
were  first  reported  years  ago,  a  naturalized  American  atw  n, 
has  spurred  fresh  criticism  of  me  has  been  imprisoned  since  201* 
Obama  administration’s  failure  for  his  Christian  faith.  He  re- 
to  secure  the  release  of  Ameri-  mains  incarcerated  in  Iran  along 
can  pastor  Saeed  Abedini  and  with  Journalist  Jason  Raauan 


BAH  PUBLISHING 
GROUP  NETS  RECORD 
NUMBER  OF  AWARDS 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  BBH 
Publishing  Group,  a  divi¬ 
sion  of  LifeWay  Christian 
Resources  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention, 
dominated  tha  2016 
Christian  Retailing  s  Best 
Awards  by  garnering  a 
accord  20  awards.  The 
dUards  demonstrate  the 
success  of  BftH  s  new 
strategy  of  publishing 
fewer  titles  each  year  and 
focusing  more  intently  on 
each  release,  said  Jenni¬ 
fer  Lyell,  B&H  Trade  Book 
publisher. 


most  recent  nudear  deal  Levinson  has  been  missing  in 

"Are  the  Iranian  guards  going  Iran  since  2007.  July  22  marked 
by  Pastor  Abedini’s  cell  and  say-  the  one-year  anniversary  of 
ing.  They  didn’t  even  try  to  put  Roman's  captivity, 
you  in  the  deal  pastor  ?”  asked  The  Journal  reported  June 
Frank  Wolf,  a  retired  Republi-  *8  that,  beginning  m  2009,  Iran 
can  congressman  from  Virginia  relayed  to  U.S.  officials  names 
and  a  human  rights  advocate,  of  prisoners  ft  wanted  released 
"It  has  always  bein  a  fact  of  life  from  custody  in  theWe*  Com- 
that  when  America  raises  [po-  munkatmg  secretly  through 
litical  prisoners]  by  name  over  M  o€al  on  n  * 

and  over  and  over,  that  makes 


JEANNIE  ELLIFF  DIES 
AT  AGE  69  AFTER  LONG 
CANCER  STRUGGLE 

RICHMOND.  Va.  (BP)  - 
Jaannia  Elliff,  69.  former 
missionary  and  wife  of 
format  International  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  (IMB)  Presi- 
dant  Tom  Elliff.  died  July 
20  at  bar  home  in  Okla¬ 
homa  City  following  a 
long  struggle  with  cancer 
EHiff.  who  had  fought 
two  previous  bouts  with 
cancer,  was  diagnosed 
a  third  tima  in  summer 
2014.  A  memorial  service 
was  h#4d  July  24  at  first 
Southern  Baptist  Church. 
Dal  City.  Ok 


WILLIAM  PERKINS 


Pray,  then  pray  some  more 


Iwffl  almost  certainly  be  a  multi- 
decadal  w  r  against  radical  Is- 
hmusm.  We  saw  so  again  in  the  killing  of 
five  servicemen  in  Chattanooga. 

Others,  better  informed  than  I,  can  re- 
port  on  the  details  and  debates  around  the 
*W*£  trn»edy.  Yet  it  is  increasingly  dear 
that  this  will  be  a  elohal  war  fhr  manv 


Guest  opinion 

with  61  Stetzer 


It  can  (and  does) 
happen  here 


tolerance,  Muslims  should  be  free  to  build 

gaagragses* 

same  time,  Christians  should  be 

^wdling  to  grant  others 
-ft^pm  frcwn  compulsion,  freedom  from 
discnnun^ion  on  the  basts  of  creed  and 
“eeaom  of  conscience." 

ts  prgv«lent  where  I  foe  and  much  more 
te&ucted  where  Muslim  majorities  do. 
3rrt^^fri.1^d/nd  ^Pronouncements 

ssssssssastr- 

that  radical  Islamists  make  up 
a®aafl™nt  of  Muslims  as  a  whole.  So 
**""»?.**  some  connection,  it  s 
u^m-  to  suggest  a  widespread  causal  reb- 
tJoosfop  between  Islam  and  terrorism 
In  other  words,  Muslims  are  not  our 
enemies.  Radical  Islamists  are.  Knowing 
uMt,  we  follow  Jesus  —  and  Jesus  calls  us  to 
love  and  pray  for  Muslims  who  are  not  our 
cnojnes,  and  radical  Islamists  who  are. 

Inats  what  the  violence  in  Chattanooga 

prompted  me  to  da 

n  Stetoer  is  executive  director  of  LifeWay 
^oroh,  a  division  of  LtfeWay  Christian 
Baptist  Conven- 
h°nm  NshvtUe.  This  article  first  anpeured 
at  Stetzer’s  blog  at  Christian^'od^and 

VS2S^B3g^‘"m■l,,■ 


tndudmg  our  Muslim  ones.  The  fact  h 

the  vast  majority  of  Muslims  in  this  coun¬ 
ty™”1*  to  live  peaceful  lives.  They  are  our 
neighbors  and  often  our  friends. 

As  an  evansehcal  leader  and  researcher* 
n«ve  n°  vested  interest  in  —  and  receive  no 

KS-t'Aii;,* 

Ml  to  see  the  Knk  between 
radical  Islam  and  terrorism,  it  is  the  height 

of  ignorance  to  assume  that  all  (or  most  or 

evm  mam)  Muslims  are  terrorists. 

Most  of  the  Mushms  we  know  are  kind 
whokiye  their  families,  their  commu- 

***?  your  neighbor"  (Mark  12:31). 

.  and 

toy*  our  enemies,  even  our  radical 

Yes,  that’s  what  Jesus 
taught  and  it  sure  sounds  unrealistic  or 

SttSaSESKS St 


Some  time  ago.  The  Bap-  BABB 

tist  Record  received  this  BBBHI 

letter  after  an  article  was  B^BBSI 

published  on  the  importance  of  BSBS|j 
protecting  our  children  at  church.  B^^HH 
Theeuthor'e  name  is  being  with- 
held.  An  edited  version  of  his  BV: 

letter  reads:  BiL 

/ still  remember  a  Baptist  Bh^HH 

preacher  who  molested  me.  I  1C 

was  twelve  and  thirteen  years  BBB 
old.  He  stayed  at  our  home  while  WwB§ H 
leading  our  church  s  revival.  Hff  S  ( 
My  parents ,  like  everyone  in  BBta 

the  church,  thought  he  was  just  ^HhT  flB 

t/rca/  I  never  told  anyone  what  HE  SB 
he  aid  until  l  was  grown  and  ^8®* 

then  only  my  wife.  I'm  sure  he  HHBBRil 

molested  many  other  youth  dur- 

mg  his  career.  BmBBH 

A  program  that  aired  recently 
on  Mississippi  Public  Radio  quot-  ber  of  issue 
ed  a  Q>loraJo  law  enforcement  ■  AnotheTgw 
study  which  found  the  average  acquire  t6e 

mol%tj!f  arrest?djn  Colorado  injYour  Ch 

molested  around  180  different  a  step-bv-st 

SSEF****'  j-Sg 

tszzp; j ass 

inpemoMona/  damage  from  his  and  Operati 
actions  and  forgave  him  long  M  Decision  Ma 
age,  I  know  I  should  have  re-  r 
ported  him  to  authorities  at  the  Taxes  «n<?r. 


andl  am  alao  praying  far  them. 

Third,  we  must  recognize  the 

3ES=3» arsa 

B2ptistRecord_ 


SSSSr 

SB 3^*  SSS 


hurt  anyone  now  and  whatever 
damage  he  did,  has  been  done. 

Certainly  our  churches  today 
need  to  be  more  vigilant  than 
were  the  churches  of  my  youth. 

We  tend  to  read  about  such 
violations  in  faraway  places 
and  comfort  ourselves  with  the 
thought  that  it  couldn’t  happen 
here.  It  does  happen  in  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  churches  that 
are  unprepared. 

There  are  concrete  steps  that 
churches  can  take  to  shrink  the 
nak  almost  to  zero.  First,  quali- 
fied  legal  counsel  should  always 
be  on  call  to  deal  with  any  num- 


No  system  is  perfect  and  no 
plan  is  flawless,  W  eveiy  Mis- 
^f^PP1  BaPtist  church  should 
t"c  actions  necessary  to 
shield  our  precious  children  from 

mi^eJ'gr°W,n^Jing€r  ifl  0UT 
midst.  For  several  decades  now 

sexualiring  children  has  been  one 
of  the  most  serious  problems  in 
American  culture,  and  it  is  slink- 
tngjnto  our  once-unimpeachablc 
institutions  and  churches. 

The  consequences  of  letting 

down  our  guard  are  too  high.  Too 
much  is  at  stake,  up  to  and  in¬ 
cluding  the  souls  of  our  children. 


RAffiSTS  vau 

5,5.><*|W|W'  Wyi.J8daon.M5 
to  cooperating  Mississippi  i 
of  Stats  Baptist  Papers  Deadlines  l 
Athsrtiting  —  two  calendar  weeks  p 
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Texas  Supreme  Court  breathes  new  life  into  HERO 


HOUSTON  (BP  and  local  reports)  —  The  Texas  Su¬ 
preme  Court  has  directed  the  Houston  City  Council 
to  abide  by  its  own  charter  and  repeal  the  contro¬ 
versial  Equal  Rights  Ordinance, "known  as  HERO,  or 
put  it  up  to  a  city-wide  vote  this  November.  The  city 
has  until  Aug.  24  to  comply  or  be  compelled  ^ ^ - 
to  do  so  by  tne  high  court. 

In  a  rare  move,  the  Texas  Supreme  Court 
conditionally  granted  a  writ  of  mandamus 
stating  "the  legislative  power  reserved  to 
the  people  of  Houston  is  not  being  hon¬ 
ored.  *  \ast  year,  Houston  Mayor  Annise 
Parker,  who  is  married  to  a  woman,  and 
then-City  Attorney  Dave  Feldman,  a  Park¬ 
er  political  appointee,  declared  •invalid"  0  c 
a  referendum  to  repeal  the  controversial 
city  ordinance. 

Petitioners  —  a  racially  and  politically  diverse 
group  of  pastors  and  civic  leaders  —  sued,  alleging 
tne  mayor  and  attorney  manufactured  signature  re¬ 
quirements  in  order  to  defy  the  city  charter 
mandates.  The  court  agreed  with  the  peti¬ 
tioners  July  24,  stating  the  city  secretary 
and  not  the  city  council  is  obligated  to  eval¬ 
uate  petitions. 

Enforcement  of  HERO  has  been  sus¬ 
pended  pending  the  outcome  of  the  j 
legal  battle. 

“Simply  put,  the  City  Secretary’s  certifi-  I 
cation  started  the  process  outlined  in  the  I 
Charter  for  reconsidering  ordinances  fol-  ro  na a 
lowing  a  referendum  petition,  invoking  the 
Council’s  ministerial  duty  to  carry  out  its  obliga¬ 
tions,"  the  court  wrote. 

That  is  what  Andy  Taylor,  attorney  for  the  pas¬ 
tors’  coalition,  has  said  all  along.  The  only  person 


news  journal  of  Southern  Baptists  of  Texas.  They 
can’t  ignore  her  and  force  us  to  sue." 

In  a  statement  released  late  Friday,  Parker  wrote, 
“Obviously,  1  am  disappointed  and  believe  the  court 
is  in  error  with  this  eleventh  hour  ruling  in  a  case 
that  had  already  been  decided  by  a 
judge  and  jury  of  citizens.” 

At  issue  was  the  “validity"  of  peti¬ 
tion  signatures  —  those  of  the  sign¬ 
ers  and  the  circulators.  Attorneys 
for  the  city  argued  in  court  in  Feb¬ 
ruary  the  signatures  did  not  meet 
a  prescribed  standard  and  there¬ 
fore  invalidated  the  petition.  Tay- 

- -  lor  countered  that  the  city  created 

■  the  standards  in  an  effort  to  keep  in  TAYLOH 

force  an  ordinance  the  mayor  called 
“deeply  personal.” 

The  jury  and  judge  disagreed,  and  the  plaintiffs 


vindicated,  he  said,  “Obviously,  we  thank  the  Lord 
for  providing  the  perseverance  and  commitment  on 
the  part  of  our  pastors,  Andy,  and  our  financial  sup¬ 
porters,"  Welch  said.  He  added.  This  is  a  battle  we 
should  not  have  had  to  fight." 

The  coalition  charged  HERO  created 
“special  rights”  for  Houston’s  lesbian,  gay, 
bisexual  and  transgender  (LGBT)  commu¬ 
nity  at  the  risk  of  compromising  the  consti¬ 
tutional  rights  afforded  citizens,  especially 
people  of  faith.  The  ordinance  also  permits 
citizens  to  use  the  public  bathroom  of  the 
sender  with  which  they  identify  —  allowing 
biological  males  who  identify  as  female  to 
use  the  women’s  bathroom. 

The  referendum  garnered  55,000  signa¬ 
tures.  Of  those,  Russell  certified  17,646  — 


f  personal.”  more  than  enough  to  send  the  ordinance  back  to  the 

jury  and  judge  disagreed,  and  the  plaintiffs  city  council  for  repeal  or  vote  by  the  citizens. 


FELDMAN 


lost  the  initial  trial.  The  coalition  appealed  to 
Texas  14th  Court  of  Appeals.  With 
a  mid-August  deadline  for  placing 
the  referendum  on  the  city  ballot, 
plaintiffs  asked  for  an  expedited 
nearing.  Their  request  was  denied, 
and  the  appeal  was  put  on  the  nor¬ 
mative  months-lonz  track  for  a 
hearing.  That  would  have  put  any 
ballot  measure  off  until  2017. 

Acknowledging  the  plaintiffs  | _ 

tff  were  pressed  for  time,  the  high  court 
wrote,  “Under  such  circumstances, 
mandamus  has  long  been  recognized  as  an 
appropriate  remedy  when  city  officials  improperly 
fuse  to  act  on  a  citizen- initiated  petition." 


WELCH 


The  mere  existence  of  the  City’s  challenge  to 
the  petition  does  not  negate  the  City  Coun¬ 
cil’s  duty  to  proceed  with  the  political  pro¬ 
cess,"  the  court  wrote.  To  hold  otherwise 
would  be  to  allow  cities  to  freely  shirk  their 
obligation  to  follow  through  on  properly 
certified  petitions.” 

In  her  statement,  Parker  said  the  city  would 
proceed  as  directed  but  “at  the  same  time,  we 
are  consulting  with  our  outside  counsel  on 
any  possible  available  legal  actions.” 

Taylor  said  there  is  no  legal  recour-** 
since  the  court  has  spoken.  If  the  city  fail.-  to 
act  according  to  its  City  Charter,  the  writ  of 
mandamus  will  be  issued,  forcing  the  city  to  con  ply. 
Parker  and  Welch  are  both  confident  their  respec- 


tors  coalition,  has  said  all  along.  ~rbe  only  person  Dave  Welch,  executive  director  of  the  Houston  tive  sides  will  prevail  in  a  city  vote.  “We  fought  for 
who  calls  balls  and  strikes  is  fCity  Secretary]  Anna  Area  Pastors  Council,  the  group  that  spearheaded  the  right  to  vote  and  we  look  forward  to  that  chal- 
Russell,"  Taylor  told  the  Southern  Baptist  TEXAN,  the  petition  drive,  was  grateful  for  the  ruling.  Feeling  lenge,  Welch  said.  “It’s  time  for  the  church  to  act." 


Oregon’s  $135,000 
penalty  of  bakery 
couple  now  finalized 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  A 

penalty  of  $135,000  and  a  gag 
order  against  Oregon  bakers 
who  declined  to  provide  a  cake 
for  a  same  aex  ceremony  have 
evoked  protests  and  concerns 
from  Southern  Baptist  leaders, 
i  Brad  Avakian,  commission¬ 
er  of  Oregon’s  Bureau  of  Labor 
and  Industries,  issued  an  order 
July  2  against  Aaron  and  Me¬ 
lissa  Klein.  His  order  affirmed 
a  proposed  payment  for  dam¬ 
ages  to  a  lesbian  couple  and 
required  the  Kleins  to  refrain 
from  providing  notice  they 
will  not  bake  a  cake  for  a  same 
sex  wedding. 

The  Kleins  next  step  would 
be  the  state  Court  of  Appeals. 

Aaron  Klein  —  co-owner  with 
his  wife  of  Sweet  Cakes  by  Me¬ 
lissa  in  Gresham,  Or.  —  based 
on  his  Christian  convictions 
declined  in  January  2013  a  re¬ 
quest  by  Laurel  Bowman  for  a 
cake  for  her  ceremony  with 
Rachel  Oyer.  The  Kleins  were 
willing  to  serve  homosexuals 


but  believed  their  faith  prevents 
them  from  baking  a  cake  for  a 
same  sex  ceremony. 


‘According  to  the 
state  of  Oregon  we 
neither  have  freedom 
of  religion  or  freedom 
of  speech.  We  will 
NOT  give  up  this 
fight,  and  we  will 
NOT  be  silenced.* 


based  on  his  Christian  con¬ 
victions  As  part  of  his  order, 
Avakian  prohibited  the  Kleins 
bom  “publishing,  circulating, 
issuing  or  displaying  ...  any 
communication,  notice,  adver¬ 
tisement  or  sign"  that  effective¬ 
ly  indicates  they  will  not  pro¬ 
vide  services  to  a  person  based 
on  his  or  her  sexual  orientation. 

That  gag  order  “effectively 
strips  us  of  all  our  first  amend¬ 
ment  rights,"  the  IQeins  said  in 
a  July  2  post  on  the  Sweetcakes 
by  Melissa  Facebook  page.  "Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  state  of  Oregon 


VICTIMS  OF  POLITICAL  CORRECTNESS  -  Melissa  Klein  (right)  struggles  to  maintain  her 
composure  as  she  and  husband  Aaron  answer  questions  about  the  loss  of  their  bakery  and 
the  $135,000  state  government-imposed  fine  against  them  for  declining  to  bake  a  cake  for  a 
same  sex  wedding.  (Special  photo) 


we  neither  have  freedom  of  re¬ 
ligion  or  freedom  of  speech.  We 
wul  NOT  give  up  this  fight,  and 
we  will  NOT  be  silenced" 

Their  lawyer,  Anna  Harmon, 
said  in  a  written  statement 
Avakian  s  order  “has  made  this 
case  about  an  overpowered 
elects  official  using  nis  posi¬ 
tion  to  root  out  thought  and 
speech  with  which  he  person¬ 
ally  disagrees,"  The  Portland 
Oregonian  reported. 


In  a  July  11  Facebook  post, 
the  Kleins,  who  have  five  chil¬ 
dren,  quoted  Jesus  words  in 
Mitt.  5:11  “Blessed  are  you 
when  people  insult  you,  per¬ 
secute  you  and  falsely  say  all 
kinds  of  c\il  against  you  be¬ 
cause  of  me.” 

An  administrative  k*w  judge 

ruled  in  January  the  Kleins  vio¬ 
lated  an  Oregon  law  that  pro¬ 
tects  civil  rights  based  on  sexual 
orientation.  In  April,  the  judge. 


Alan  McCullough,  proposed 
damages  of  $135,000. 

Avakian's  July  2  order  final¬ 
ized  the  compensation  to  the 
lesbian  couple  for  “emotional, 
mental  and  physical  suffering.” 
and  ordered  the  Kleins  to  “cease 
and  desist  from  denying  the  full 
and  equal  accommodations, 
advantages,  facilities  and  privi¬ 
leges"  of  their  business  to  any 
person  on  account  of  his  or  her 
sexual  orientation. 
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of  God  as  our 


a  man  so  that  their  bves  would  be  fulfilled 
and  their  futures would  be  bright  as  they 
would  be  blessed  with  each  other  and 
populate  the  land. 

The  Supreme  Court  decision  not  onh 
wk  a  change  in  America  but  a  change  from 
every  culture  and  every  religious  teaching 
—  even  beyond  those  who  hold  to  the  Bible 
as  the  Word  of  God.  Sounds  of  ecstasy  and 
agony  were  heard  aD  across  the  land  when 
the  ruling  came  down.  Another  huge  gash 
ripped  the  fabric  of  American  society,  and 
the  hull  of  the  mat  ship  was  damaged 
Now,  most  of  these  decisions  (Tver  the  years 
have  supposedly  been  made  to  ensure 
freedom  and  civil  rights  for  people.  The 
right  of  a  anther  to  choose  whether  or  not 
she  wants  that  baby  to  be  bom.  The  right  of 
other  religions  to  be  respected  so  nobody 
gets  to  pray.  The  right  of  a  man  who  loves 
a  man  or  a  woman  who  loves  a  woman  to 
have  their  union  described  as  a  marriage 
under  the  banner  of  marriage  equably. 

What  has  in  cultures  around  the  world 
been  a  foundational  piece  of  sooety  and 
the  dvfl  relationship  of  marriage,  how  it 
takes  place,  and  how  it  can  even  be  undone 
by  divorce,  now  has  no  parameters  and 
obviously  will  be  battle-fought  in  the  courts 
and  probably  again  before  the  Supreme 


reported  around  the  world 
hearts  of  people  across  every  continent 
They  said*  was  unsinkable bat  making 
that  voyage  from  England  to  New  York* 
it  west  down  and  there,  until  this  day, 
remains  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea.  The 
number  of  people  kSled  in  that  tragedy  is 
not  exact  hut  ranges  somewhere  around 
1^00-1,600  men,  women,  and  children. 

For  years,  people  have  speculated  and  tned 
to  discover  what  happened  that  night  of 
April  14  that  caused  the  ship  to  go  down  the 

Wkrwmgday  .  „  ^  _ 

In  recent  yearx  scientists  with  cameras 
that  can  be  lowered  to  the  rna  floor  have 
repeatedly  examined  pieces  of  the  ship  and, 
while  there  still  may  be  things  to  be  dis¬ 
covered,  this  they  know:  On  that  cc)ld  April 
night  the  ship  struck  an  icebere  which  made 
huge  gashes  in  the  huB  of  the Titanic.  Those 
open  gashes  allowed  the  near-freezing 
waters  of  the  Atlantic  to  pour  in  and  within 
hours  engulf  the  ship  and  puD  it  to  the 

ocean  floor.  While  some  of  the  survivors  say 
that  there  were  people  who  were  trying  to 
keep  calm  on  the  ship  and  reassure  every¬ 
one  that  this  was  the  unsinkable Titanic  and 
all  would  be  fine,  in  other  parts  of  the  ship 
there  were  both  crew  and  passengers  who 
were  in  panic  mode  simply  from  instinc¬ 
tively  realizing  this  was  not  good 
In  our  day,  we  have  watched  what 
seems  to  be  new  gashes  in  the  hull  of  the 
mighty  ship  known  as  the  United  States 
of  America.  In  fact,  over  the  years  of  rnany 
of  us  —  our  lifetimes  —  we  have  watched 
enormous  gashes  in  the  ship  of  state.  Jurt 
think  about  it  for  over  the  past  few  decades 
we  have  watched  derisions  through  the 
courts  and  other  means  that  have  removed 
payer  of  any  type  from  our  schools.  We 
have  watched  as  God  and  any  influence 
He  may  have  in  our  history  was  removed 
from  teachings  for  our  children.  We  have 
seen  the  law  of  the  land  allow  babies  to  be 
removed  from  their  mother’s  womb,  never 
to  take  a  breath.  Recently  we  have  watched 
as  the  highest  court  in  the  land  by  a  5~4 
decision  redefined  marriage 

The  latest  rating  that  now*  called  the 
law  of  die  land  was  not  a  decision  made 
about  legislation  but  about  definition  that 


focused  toward  the  will,  plan,  and pur¬ 
pose  of  God  in  their  lives.  Don't  just  use 
all  of  your  energy  to  get  them  on  the  best 
team  or  push  mem  in  some  r 


The  Sinking  of  a  Great  Ship 


Wiflanooe  week  after  the  rating  there  were 
applkations  being  made  and  people  dis- 
cussing  how  to  ao  about  getting  a  marriage 
bcense  to  include  a  polygamous  second 
wife.  They  supposedly  love  each  ether  and 
so  now  a  man  who  has  a  wife  wants  a  right 
to  another  wife. 

Then  there  are  the  discussions  of  group 
marriages  -  for  example,  two  men  and  two 
women  or  four  men  and  four  women.  For 
those  who  say  in  astonishment,  “Well,  that 
would  never  happen/ take  a  short  step 
back  ten  and  especially  twenty  years  ago 
when  virtually  aD  of  us  would  have  said 
what  happened  a  few  days  aeo  before  the 
courts  would  never  happen,  but  it  dkL 

What  are  we  supposed  to  do?  All  is  not 
lost  and  while  there  are  gashes  in  the  hull  erf 
this  great  American  ship,  you  and  I  can  be  a 
part  of  the  rescue  to  keep  her  afloat.  While 
there  are  many  things  that  can  be  done,  let 
me  just  suggest  three  : 

One  -  Return  to  God.  Let  God  work 
in  your  life  individually.  What  God  wants 
to  do  in  homes  needs  to  be  brought  into  the 
laboratory  of  your  own  life,  to  let  Him  work 
with  you  and  your  mate  and  your  family.  I f 
the  passion  and  outrage  against  the  court 
decision  were  to  be  turned  into  spiritual 
fervor  to  follow  God  and  let  Christ  be  the 
center  of  our  bves  and  our  homes,  what  an 
incredible  difference  that  can  make. 

Two  -  Reestablish  the  biblical 
home,  I  mean  by  that  to  help  day-by-day 
create  an  atmosphere  of  love  ana  care  for 
you  and  your  companion  and  you  and 


Three  -  Resist  hate.  Do  not  be 
caught  up  in  a  web  of  hate  against  people 
who  may  not  share  our  values.  Don’t  be 
on  a  tirade  of  hale  and  exclusion  of  people 
from  your  church  or  fellowship.  We  seldom 
do  that  with  any  other  group  of  sinners  We 
welcome  sinners  to  come  to  the  house  of 
God  and  hear  the  Good  News  from  heavej 
that  our  sins  can  b*  forgiven  and  life  can 
be  different®  Christ  u  you're  going  to 
exclude  a  specific  group  or  a  specific  sin, 
think  about  that  in  terns  of  the  sinners  we 
already  ahow  in  to  our  churches.  Do  you 
welcome  people  in  your  church  who  rfiay 
be  straggling  with  some  addiction?  Do  you 
have  anybody  come  and  worship  where 
you  go  to  church  who  mav  have  nad  an 
affair  and  damaged  their  home?  Do  you  let 
people  come  in  who  have  been  convicted 
of  some  crime,  or  do  you  allow  people  to 
come  and  worship  in  your  church  who  may 
have,  during  the  week  gone  by,  used  God’s 
name  in  vain  or  cheated  on  a  business  deal 
or  had  a  bad  attitude  or  maybe  ignored  the 
teaching  of  Scripture  that  we  are  supposed 
to  tithe?  Most  of  those  folks  get  a  free  pass 
and  beyond  that,  we  even  love  them. 

After  the  Supreme  Court  announcement 
was  made,  there  were  rainbow  banners  that 
went  up  from  the  White  House  down  to  lo¬ 
cal  celebrations  that  said  “Love  wins  "  Well, 
Tm  not  sure  if  that  rating  is  a  true  expres¬ 
sion  of  love  winning  anatime  will  teu  what 
it  means  for  a  society,  but  I  can  tell  you  this 
for  sure:  There  are  those  of  us  who  know 
Jesus  Christ  as  Savior  and  Lord,  and  gather 
together  to  share  His  Good  News  that  there 
is  hope  in  the  midst  of  despair  and  there 
is  love  that  comes  from  heaven  itself  that 
can  make  a  difference  in  everyone's  life.  It 
is  a  different  kind  of  love.  It  is  a  John  3:16, 
Jesus-on-the-cross-for-us,  and  us-loving- 
others-irv  His- name,  kind  of  love.  It  is  not 
an  easy  love,  but  it  is  a  genuine,  life-chang¬ 
ing,  eternity-changing  love.  He  has  put  us 
here  to  preach  it,  teach  it,  express  it,  and  be 
the  embodiment  of  His  love  at  work. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at  dxrec- 
hons@mbcb.org. 
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vacation  Bibi^chooi  New  retirees  find  their  place 

teaching  Bible  in  South  Asia 


ONION  MALL  CMORCSi.  SHOOK  HAVEN. 


CHURCH,  GREENVILLE:  Neal  Cordell,  pastor. 


THOMA8TOWN  CHURCH,  THOMASTOWN:  VBS,  July 
13-15  with  commencement  July  16;  average  attendance,  26; 
offerings  to  Baptist  Children's  Village;  Misty  Moore,  director. 


SOUTH  ASIA  (BP)  -  Kathy 
(not  her  real  name)  didn't 
know  being  able  to  drive  a 
stick-shift  vehicle  would  in¬ 
troduce  her  to  the  man  with 
whom  she’d  serve  a  decade 
overseas,  fight  cancer,  and, 
come  retirement,  help  disciple 
local  believers  in  Asia. 

It  all  started  when  players 
at  a  Baptist  Student  Union 
(BSU)  flag  football  game  asked 
Kathy  and  her  friends  if  they 
would  get  more  water  for  the 
team.  'Tou  can  take  my  car," 
said  Michael  Hudson  (not  his 
real  name),  the  BSU  president. 


those  five  or  six  of  us  who _ 

drive  stick,"  said  Kathy,  then  a 
junior-y^raWer  to  the  Uni-  BREATHING  IT  IN  -  Michael  and  Kathy  Hudson  (not  their 
1 5*“*f*r  ‘"I™?;  names)  enthusiastically  join  in  a  worship  service  with 

met  hCTfaturehLS^idAiri^*  youn9  pastors  and  their  families  in  South  Asia  at  the  outset 
her  first  week  on  campus.  of  thrBe  daY*  °*  training  in  teaching  the  Bible  that  they  will 

They  served  10  years  with  ,ead  P^°t°  courtesy  of  IMB) 

the  International  Mission - 

Board  (IMB)  in  the  Philii 


WASHINGTON  CHURCH.  NATCHEZ:  July  6  -  10;  total 
enrollment,  61. 


MSv4  udio  llc 
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mitment  to  missions,  that 
has  stirred  these  new  retirees 
to  lead  training  courses  in 
South  Asia. 

Asia  was  "one  of  the  last 
places  I  wanted  to  go,"  Mi¬ 
chael  said.  It  wasn’t  nigh  on 
s  list  either.  "A  Tot  of 


what  it  would  be  like  to  go  to 
a  foreign  country.  We  had  a 
stereotype  about  South  Asia,” 

"It  was  not  anything  at  all 
like  we  were  expecting.  We 
found  out  we  loved  these  peo¬ 
ple  very  much,"  she  said  of  lo¬ 
cal  pastors  and  church  leaders 
who  lack  access  to  seminary 
studies  yet  start  hundreds  of 
churches  some  years. 

With  new  cnurches  comes 
the  need  to  disciple  not  only 
new  believers,  but  also  their 
leaders.  Yet  there  aren’t 
enough  international  Chris¬ 
tian  workers  to  train  everyone, 
so  that’s  where  the  69-year- 
old  Hudsons  come  in. 

For  the  past  several  years 
since  Michael  retired  from 
LifeWay,  the  Hudsons  have 
volunteered  two  or  three 
months  each  year  in  South 
Asia  helping  train  church 
leaders  who  serve  among 
large  Sikh.  Buddhist,  and 
Hindu  populations. 

"We  are  going  to  learn  how 
to  study  ine  Bible^or  our¬ 
selves,"  Michael  tells  a  group 
of  pastors  and  leaders  gath¬ 
ered  eariurr  this  year  for  three 


LEARNING  TO  TEACH  —  Michael  Hudson  (not  his  real 
name)  trains  young  leaders  to  tall  Bible  stories,  underscor¬ 
ing  the  importance  and  responsibility  of  learning  so  that 
they  can  teach  and  tell  others.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  IMB) 


days  of  training.  "As  leaders, 
you  have  the  responsibility 
both  to  train  others  and  con¬ 
tinue  learning  yourselves. 
Only  if  we  teach  others  can  we 
grow  in  the  Kingdom." 

Just  a  year  before  retiring 
Michael  led  his  second  vol¬ 
unteer  trip  with  LifeWay  to 
South  Asia,  pushing  the  Hud¬ 
sons  from,  AVe  never  wanted 
to  come  here,"  to  asking,” 
How  can  we  serve  here  when 
we  retire?" 

Michael  and  Kathy  cer¬ 
tainly  weren’t  expecting 


tainly  weren’t  expecting 
theyci  be  asked  by  to  help 
train  leaders.  "I've  had  a  little 
Bible  training,”  Michael  told 
IMB  personnel,  “but  I’m  not 
a  Bible  scholar." 

No  problem,  they  said.  “You 
may  be  a  businessman,”  he 
was  told,  "but  you’ve  taught 
Sunday  School  all  your  life. 

Turns  out  Michael  and 
Kathy  were  just  the  people 
needed  to  help  develop  and 


teach  a  series  of  six  three-day 
courses  on  foundations  for 
teaching  the  Bible.  They’ve 
also  trained  volunteer  teams 
from  U.S.  churches  who  came 
to  South  Asia  to  teach. 

During  the  months  they’re 
in  South  Asia  they  miss  grand- 
kids  for  sure,  but  serving  after 
retirement  does  have  benefits. 
"You  have  more  experience. 
You  have  a  perspective  on  life 
you  don’t  have  when  you're 
young,"  Michael  said. 

For  the  Hudsons,  perspec¬ 
tive  also  came  when  Kathy 
was  diagnosed  with  cancer 
about  11  years  ago.  When 
God  healeo  her,  she  saw  life’s 
brevity  more  clearly. 

“You  need  to  be  bold  some¬ 
times  in  the  things  you  want 
to  do  and  the  things  God  is 
leading  you  to  do,”  Kathy  said 
of  their  ventures  to  Asia.  “You 
see  the  value  to  teaching.  It  s 
something  that  will  last  be¬ 
yond  yourself." 


OttUUNU  »U 
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Arrested  in  June  2009  after 
Muslim  co-workers  in  a  berry  j 
field  60  miles  west  of  Lahore  l 
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ing  her  execution. 

Aasiya  Noreen,  com¬ 
monly  known  as  Asia 
Bibi,  is  the  first  woman 
to  be  sentenced  to  death  i 
for  blasphemy  in  Paki¬ 
stan.  Tne  three-judge 
bench  0 i  the  Supreme 
Court  at  the  Lahore 
Registry  admitted  for  hearing  h*r 
ideation  challenging  the  sentence. 

Attorney  SaS-ul-Malook  told 
Morning  Star  News  that  he  had  a 
strong  case  for  demanding  Nor- 
een’s  acquittal 

“Asia  Bibi  has  claimed  that 
she  had  not  made  amr  blasphe¬ 
mous  remarks,  and  that  rather 
her  fellow  villagers  had  leveled 
the  allegation  against  her  based 
on  a  personal  feud,’  Malook 
said.  “The  FIR  [First  Informa¬ 
tion  Report]  against  my  client 
was  registered  five  days  after  the 
alleged  incident  had  taken  place. 
The  mala  fide  intent  is  quite  vis¬ 
ible  as  the  prolonged  delay  in 
lodging  the  case  implies  that 
the  complainants  had  plenty  of 
time  to  cook  up  the  allegations 
against  Asia  Bibi." 

Malook  said  that  in  a  previous 
blasphemy  case,  Ayub  Masih  v. 

out  the  death^sCTitence  against 
Masih  due  to  a  three-bour  delay 


295-C  of  the  defama¬ 
tion  statutes  for  alleged 
derogatory  comments 
about  Muhammad, 
which  is  punishable  by  death. 

The  Supreme  Court  judges 
today  said  they  would  fix  a  date 
in  due  course  to  review  the  sub¬ 
stance  of  the  appeal. 

Chaudhry  Ghulam  Mustafa, 
lawyer  for  the  complainant 
against  Noreen,  opposed  the 
petition  on  grounds  that  it  had 


ordeal  on  the  basis  of  inadmis¬ 
sible  evidence,"  Malook  said. 
“We  have  a  good  case,  and  I’m 
sure  the  Supreme  Court  wiu 
consider  the  shoddy  trial  Asia 
Bibi  has  been  subjected  to  and 
deliver  justice  to  her." 

Morning  Star  News  is  a  Cal¬ 
ifornia-based  independent  news 
service  focusing  on  the  persecu¬ 
tion  of  Christians  worldwide . 
Used  by  permission 


fat  a  twiun  welcome'  <U 


St.  c^jaike  tine  &  c 


FIRST  CHURCH,  QUITMAN,  recently  took  a  group  to  Te¬ 
gucigalpa,  Honduras,  on  a  mission  trip.  The  group  took  food 
to  the  hungry,  led  a  community  children's  event,  worked  on 
light  construction  projects,  conducted  discipleship  classes  for  The  RAs  of  FIRST  CHURCH,  MORTON, 
children  and  yotah,  and  led  in  two  worship  services.  Gene  attended  RA  camp  June  20-24  at  Central  Hills 

Neal,  pastor.  Baptist  Retreat 


NEW  HOPE  CHURCH,  WALNUT  QROVE, 

held  a  baby  dedication  June  14.  Shown  are 
the  participants. 

JOURNEY 
COMMUNITY 
CHURCH,  LUCE- 
DALE,  launched  Apr. 
20.  The  church  meets 
in  the  Flex  Gym  and 
reaches  many  un¬ 
churched  families  in  the 
area.  There  are  student 
groups  and  children's 
groups  meeting  on 
Wednesdays,  and  the 
church  has  launched 
other  groups. 


LOCKE  STATION  CHURCH,  PANOLA  ASSOCIATION,  recently  held  a  GA/RA/Mission 
Friends  recognition.  Shown  are  current  and  former  GAs  and  current  and  former  missions  leaders. 
Rusty  Miller,  pastor 
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>|  Planned  Paivntho<xi  federation  of  ^^iiU 
Some  people  want  lower  extremities  too,  which,  *{][* 
simple.  I  mean  that's  easy. _ w*  s<8 


News  veterans  slam  recent 
Planned  Parenthood  reportage 


NASHVILLE  (BP  and  local  im¬ 
ports)  -  The  msinelwam  news 
media’s  coverage  of  two  under- 
cover  videos  snowing  PUnned 
Parenthood  executives  discuss¬ 
ing  the  crushing  of  babies  to 
be  aborted  and  the  subsequent 
sale  of  their  body  parts  been 
criticized  by  some  Christians  as 
minimal  and  slanted. 

“The  media’s  political  cor¬ 
rectness  is  standing  in  the  way 
of  what  should  be  a  moral  out¬ 
rage,"  said  Calvin  Wittman,  a 
Colorado  pastor  and  former 
television  news  anchor. 

Wittman,  pastor  of  Apple- 
wood  Church  in  the  Denver 
area  told  Baptist  Press  media 
bias  is  exhibited  both  in  wheth¬ 
er  outlets  cover  a  story  and  how 
they  cover  it  While  the  media 
has  covered  the  Planned  Par¬ 
enthood  controversy,  he  said, 
"their  spin  is  cleariy  visible  m 
their  reporting.” 

Deborah  Nucstola,  a  phy¬ 
sician  and  senior  director  of 
medical  services  for  Planned 
Parent  Federation  of  Ameri¬ 
ca,  was  caught  on  undercover 
video  discussing  the  sale  of  or¬ 
gan a  and  tissues  removed  from 
aborted  children,  and  how  an 
abortion  can  be  manipulated 
to  kill  the  baby  while  preserv¬ 
ing  the  body  parts. 

A  second  PUnned  Parent¬ 
hood  physician  has  since  been 
exposed  on  undercover  video 
discussing  the  same  process. 

All  journalists  report  based 


wrong,  irrespective  of  whether 
or  not  you  make  a  profit  off 
media  is  inconsis- 


ir  agenda.  He 
died  the  emphasis  otsome  me¬ 
dia  outlets  that  PUnned  Par¬ 
enthood  allegedly  did  not  sell 
baby  parts  for  profit  as  a  case 
in  point. 

It  okay  to  own  sUves  as 
long  as  you  don’t  do  it  for  pref¬ 
er  Wittman  asked.  "Is  it  okay 
to  wave  the  Confederate  flag  if 
you  don’t  do  it  for  profit?  Are 
there  things  that  are  morally 


Busters  arti- 
three  national 
broadcast  television  news  pro¬ 
grams  for  devoting  only  nine 
minutes  and  11  seconds  to  cov¬ 
erage  of  the  Planned  Parent¬ 
hood  videos  the  week  of  the 
first  video  release,  with  ABC 
giving  just  46  seconds  to  the 
story.  News  Busters  contrast¬ 
ed  that  with  31  minutes  and 
11  seconds  spent  on  PUnned 
Parenthood  by  ABC,  CBS,  and 
NBC  in  2012  during  the  week 
Susan  G.  Komen  temporar¬ 
ily  stopped  funding  America’s 
largest  abortion  provider. 

News  Busters  added  that  all 
three  networks  “censored  the 
word  “baby  ”*  from  their  cover¬ 
age  of  the  videos  "and  instead 
used  die  term  fetal  tissue/ 
Similarly,  from  the 
of  their 
and  CBS 
the  videos  as  ’anti-abortion  ac¬ 
tivists’  rather  than  use  the  ‘pro- 
life  label/* 

Roger  Alford,  communica¬ 
tions  director  for  the  Kentucky 
Baptist  Convention  and  a  for¬ 
mer  Associated  Press  corre¬ 
spondent,  told  BP  the  main¬ 
stream  media  has  taken  ‘a 
wide  variety  of  approaches  to 
this  coverage." 

Alford  noted  the  contrast 
a  pro-life  USA  To- 
i  by  Kirsten  Powers 
_  the  videos  "stomach- 
turning”  and  "damning,”  and  a 
New  York  Times  editorial  crit¬ 
icizing  the  Center  for  Medical 
Progress’s  undercover  video 
campaign  as  "a  dishonest  at¬ 
tempt  to  make  legal,  volun¬ 
tary,  and  potentially  mesaving 
tissue  donations  appear  nefar¬ 
ious  and  illegal.”  „  . 

Television  networks,  Alford 
said,  face  a  dilemma  related  to 
graphic  descriptions  of  abortion 
used  in  the  videos. 


GuideStone  to 
appeal  mandate 
to  Supreme  Court 


"The  content  is  beyond  dis¬ 
turbing,”  Alford  said.  "The  dis¬ 
memberment  of  unborn  babies 
isn’t  a  subject  most  Americans 
can  tolerate  while  downing  a 

quick  bowl  of  corn  flakes  in  the 

morning."  The  networks’  de¬ 
cision  *to  describe  the  videos 
rather  than  show  them  speaks 
to  the  honor  of  the  content, 
be  said. 

The  Federalist’s  Mollie 
Hemingway  published  a  July  16 
article  titled.  The  Bad,  Worse, 
&  Ugly.  Media  Coverage  of 
PUnned  Parenthood’s  Organ 
Harvesting  Scandal,  in  which 
she  criticized  major  media  out¬ 
lets  for  being  slow  to  report  on 
the  first  video  and  biased  in 
their  coverage. 

“The  video  immediately  lit 
up  social  media"  upon  its  pub¬ 
lication  at  8  a  m.  Eastern  Time 
July  14,  Hemingway  wrote. 
"Unlike  most  significant  stories 
about  major  hot-button  social 
issues,  however,  no  major  me¬ 
dia  reported  on  the  news  until 
4:30  p.m.  that  afternoon.  Some 
are  still  working  00  (or  work¬ 
ing  on  hiding)  their  coverage 
the  story.” 

Hemingway  acknowledged 
initial  reports  by  the  Washing¬ 
ton  Bast  and  CNN  were  “fair,” 
but  she  critiqued  a  litany  of  me¬ 
dia  outiets,  inch*4 
for  abating  their  ow. 

Harmed  Parenthood. 

Tory  Mattingly,  a  Christian 
journalist  who  blogs  about  the 

_ _ u.u  - - 


DALLAS  (BP)  -  GuideStone 
Financial  Resources  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  has  filed  an  appeal  to  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  against 
the  government’s  contracep¬ 
tive  mandate  that  will  require 
certain  ministries  served  by 
GuideStone  to  pro¬ 
vide  abortion-causing 
drugs  and  devices  in 
their  employer  health 
plans  —  or  risk  crip¬ 
pling  fines. 

GuideStone,  along 
with  churches  and  in¬ 
tegrated  auxiliaries  of 
churches,  are  exempt 
from  the  mandate  and 
not  at  risk  of  penalties. 

For  certain  religious 
employers  other  than 
churches  and  their 
integrated  auxiliaries, 
however,  the  govern¬ 
ment  has  argued  that 
it  offers  an  “accom¬ 
modation"  to  religious 
employers  who  object 
to  the  mandate. 

Harold  R.  Loftin 
Jr.,  GuideStone  gen¬ 
eral  counsel,  said  the 
Southern  Baptist  en¬ 
tity  "has,  from  the 
filing  of  our  case,  ob¬ 
jected  to  the  so-called 
^accommodation* 
because  the  govern¬ 
ment  is  attempting 
to  rewrite  the  terms 
of  GuideStone’s  plan’  to  use 
the  plan  “to  provide  access  to 
drugs  and  devices  GuideStone 
believes  to  be  impermissible. 

In  addition,  the  government’s 
regulations  attempt  to  require 
certain  of  GuideStone’s  reli¬ 
gious  employers  to  take  ac¬ 
tions  that  facilitate  the  deliv¬ 
ery  of  abortion-inducing  drugs 
and  devices  to  our  participants 
and  their  dependents." 

Loftin  noted  that  the  evi¬ 
dence  presented  in  court 
"showed  that  women,  as  , 
young  as  age  10,  will  be  no-  "T1 
tified  of  their  eligibility  to  every 
receive  abortion-inducing  made 


LOFTIN 


Denver  court  to  maintain  the 
injunction  until  the  appeal  has 
been  decided. 

“GuideStone,  as  an  histone 
board  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  was  never  at  risk 
of  these  draconian  penalties ,” 
GuideStone  President  O.S. 

Hawkins  said.  “How¬ 
ever,  as  defenders  of 
both  religious  liberty 
and  the  sanctity  of 
life,  we  could  not  per¬ 
mit  the  government 
to  effectively  alter 
our  plan  documents 
and  plan  design  with 
these  affected  minis¬ 
tries  to  make  avail¬ 
able  abortion -causing 
drugs  against  our  re¬ 
ligious  beliefs. 

“If  the  courts  have 
already  seen  fit  to  al¬ 
low  closely  held,  for- 


medb’a  coverage  of  religion, 
said  The  Times  has  incorrectly 
claimed  in  multiple  articles  that 
the  Center  for  Wheal  Prog¬ 
ress  rebased  the  full  verson  of 
ill  initial  video  after  Planned 
Parenthood  complained  of  ir~ 
leading  editing. 

In  reality,  the  fuD  version  was 
released  21  seconds  after  the  cd- 
ited  verrion,  Mattingly  noted. 


.lobby  Lobby  to  avoid 
the  mandate  and  the 
associated  penalties,  it 
boggles  the  mind  that 
the  10th  Circuit  Court 
wouldn’t  also  exempt 
nonprofit  religious 
organizations  that  ob¬ 
ject,"  Hawkins  said. 

GuideStone  of¬ 
ficials  said  they  are 
optimistic  that  the 
Supreme  Court  will 
accept  its  appeal  by 
the  end  of  Septem¬ 
ber.  GuideStone,  along  with 
co-plaintiffs  Truett-McCon- 
nell  College,  a  Georgia  Baptist 
Convention  institution,  and 
Reaching  Souls  International, 
an  Oklahoma-based  mission 
sending  organization,  are  rep¬ 
resented  by  leading  religious 
liberty  attorneys  who  also  rep¬ 
resent  a  similar  case  that  has 
received  extensive  publicity: 
the  Little  Sisters  of  the  Poor,  a 
Roman  Catholic  organization 
that  also  is  among  those  ap¬ 
pealing  to  the  Supreme  Court. 
“The  government  has  lost 

_  _  _  _ ^ _ w  ery  single  time  they  have 

receive  abortion- inducing  made  these  arguments  before 
drugs  and  devices  for  free  by  the  Supreme  Court  —  includ- 
GuideStone’s  third-party  ad-  in^last  yearis^andmark^H^>bv 

they  would  get  the 
and 


corrections  by  The  Times  at 
least  twice  to  no  avail,  Mattfo^ky 
wrote  at  the  Get  Religion  blog. 


ministrator,  if  the  religious 
employer  complies  with  the 
government’s  demands.  If  the 
employer  refuses,  then  it  will 
be  subject  to  cno^lmg  penal¬ 
ties  for  its  refusal. 

A  three-judge  panel  of  the 
10th  U.S.  Circuit  Court  of  Ap¬ 
peals  in  Denver  on  July  14 
overruled  an  injunction  in 
place  since  December  2013 
that  prohibited  the  govern¬ 
ment  from  enforcing  its  man¬ 
date  on  affected  ministries 
served  by  GuideStone.  As  part 
of  the  appeal  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  GuideStone  will  ask  the 


d  get  the  _ 

_ stop  bullying  ministries 

like  Reaching  Souls  and  Tru- 
ett-McConneO  College,”  said 
Mark  Rienzi,  senior  counsel  of 
the  Becket  Fund  for  Religious 
Liberty  and  lead  attorney  for 
GuideStone,  Reaching  Souls, 
and  Truett-McConnell. 

Regardless  of  the  outcome 
before  the  Supreme  Court, 
Hawkins  said  GuideStone  re¬ 
mains  committed  to  the  scores 
of  ministries  potentially  af¬ 
fected  by  the  mandate  if  the 
Supreme  Court  upholds  it 
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INTAKE  AND  OUTREACH  SPECIALIST 
OPENING 

The  BCV  has  an  immedfate  opening  for  an  individual  to  fill  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  Intake  and  Outreach  Specialist  in  its  central  office  in  Ridgebnd, 

MS.  The  individual  filling  this  position  must  be  a  mature,  Christian  adult, 
with  personal  integrity,  Christian  character  and  sound  reputation.  This 
indMdual  must  have  a  demonstrated  commitment  to  the  ethical  stan¬ 
dards  incumbent  upon  each  staff  member  of  the  BCV  staff  and  an  appre¬ 
ciation  of  the  confidentiality  extended  to  children  and  families  served  by 
.  the  BCV.  The  successful  candidate  for  this  position  must  have  a 
bachelor’s  degree  in  a  behavioral  or  social  science  field  and  a  demon¬ 
strated  ability  to  cultivate  adaptive  relationships  with  bach  children  and 
adults.  This  indtadual  must  also  have  the  ability  to  effectively  communi¬ 
cate.  through  both  written  and  spoken  language,  exhibit  sound  judgment 
j  tact  and  assertiveness.  This  person  must  be  able  to  work  effectively  with 
referral  sources,  agency  clients  and  their  families,  and  BCV  staff.  As  this 
position  requires  working  both  at  the  central  office,  and  traveling  across 
|  the  state  to  conduct  intake  interviews  and  to  meet  with  potential  refer¬ 
ral  sources,  successful  candidates  for  this  position  must  have  a  relatively 
flexible  schedule  and  be  able  to  travel  accordingly.  However,  no  over¬ 
night  travel  is  expected 

To  apply  for  intake  and  Outreach  Specialist  position,  download  an  ap¬ 
plication  at  wwwisaptistchildrensvilfage.com  and  send  it,  along  with  a 
statement  of  faith  and  a  resume  to  Kristen  Sfaven  at 
ksfaven@baptistchildrensvfifage.com  or  mail  to  The  Baptist  Children’s  Vff- 
*»fage  GO  Kristen  Sfaven  at  1 14  Marketridge  Drive,  Ridgetand,  MS  39157. 


BCV  EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITY 

The  BCV  employs  Christian,  mission-minded,  husband  and  wife 
teams,  without  dependent  children  or  pets,  to  serve  in  the  position 
of  Houseparents.Tbe  couples  must  be  mature  Christian  adults  with 
personal  integrity,  character  and  of  good  reputation  with  standards 
and  ethics  expected  of  any  member  of  The  Baptist  Children’s  Vil¬ 
lage  staff. 

They  receive  a  salary  with  benefits  and  are  provided  a  private  bed¬ 
room  and  meals  while  on  duty.  The  primary  job  responsibility  of 
Housepa  rents  is  to  maintain  a  home-like  environment  that  models 
healthy,  Christian  family  living  for  children  and  youth  residents.They 
are  the  primary  caregivers  and  help  with  everything  from  trans¬ 
portation  and  homework  to  laundry  and  meals  when  on  duty. 

Houseparent  responsibilities  are  varied  and  somewhat  depend¬ 
ent  upon  which  campus  and  to  which  cottage  the  couple  is  as¬ 
signed.  However,  all  Mouseparents  need  to  be  in  good  physical, 
mental  and  emotional  health.  They  must  be  cooperative  and  com¬ 
fortable  working  in  a  team  environment 

To  apply  for  the  current  Houseparent  openings,  please  contact 
Celeste  Cade  at  ccade@baptistchildrensvillage.com  or  60 1  -922- 
2242. 

A  complete  job  description  and  application  may  be  downloaded 
at  www.baptistchildrensvillage.com. 


limpse  of  theThrone  •  Revelation  4:1-1 1 


Are  you  proficient  at  riddles,  brain  teas 
or  mind  benders?  Let’s  see  if  you  can 
are  this  one  out  A  cowboy  rides  into 
town  on  Friday,  stays  three  days  and  leaves 
on  Friday.  How  is  this  possible?  It  is  pos¬ 
sible  because  the  name  of  his  hotse  is  Fri¬ 
day.  Here  is  another  one  for  you:  Name  an 
activity  that  requires  the  use  of  all  5  senses. 
Think  you  know  the  right  response?  I  will 
reveal  the  correct  answer  in  a  moment 
We  will  camp  out  this  week  in  Rev¬ 
elation  4.  Chapter  4  is  one  of  the  short¬ 
est  chapters  in  Revelation  and  can  easily 
be  read  in  one  sitting.  It  is  a  chapter  that 
utilizes  our  God-given  senses.  With  so 
many  assorted  themes  in  Revelation,  add 
this  one  in  your  study  time.  Go  through 
the  Book  of  Revelation  and  underline  or 
note  each  time  God  employs  the  senses  of 
John  while  writing.  On  many  occasions 
John  writes  about  the  things  he  heard, 
saw  and  experienced. 

Revelation  1:12-17  was  John’s  introduc¬ 
tion  to  the  vividness  of  this  Revelation  of 
Jesus  Christ  The  things  John  witnessed 
and  experienced  were  greater  than  any¬ 
thing  he  could  have  imagined.  Many  times 
his  only  response  was  to  fall  on  his  knees 
in  awe  and  worship.  Although  not  a  much- 
talked  about  theme  in  the  Book,  it  would 
do  us  aQ  good  to  remember  humility  in  the 
presence  of  God 


Revelation  4  is  a  tremendous  bless¬ 
ing  because  of  what  it  says  about  God 
and  what  we  He  allows  us  to  see.  It  never 
ceases  to  amaze  me  the  money  and  time 
some  Christians  spend  on  books  and 
movies  with  the  repeated  premise  of  the 
reality  of  both  God  and  Heaven.  There 
wQl  never  be  a  book,  movie  or  account  as 
powerful  and  as  authentic  as  the  Book  of 
Revelation.  Some  are  more  content  with 
a  movie  or  story  than  the  actual  Scrip¬ 
ture.  There 

is  enough  —  - 

in  the  Bi¬ 
ble  to  not 
only  satisfy  ’ 
us,  but  to 
transform 
and  amaze 
us  as  well. 

This  is 

where  Rev-  *  — — 
elation  4  is 

helpful.  Believers  desperately  wish  to 
know  that  Heaven  is  real  and  that  God 
is  on  His  throne.  These  facts  give  us  as¬ 
surance  of  His  victory  over  His  enemies 
and  assures  us  of  our  eternity  with  Him. 
Knowing  that  one  day  God  will  reign  su¬ 
preme  should  give  us  a  fresh  perspec¬ 
tive  on  our  world.  So  many  Christians 
continually  fret  about  the  condition  of 


the  world  they  forget  we  are  only  here 
for  a  brief  time.  That  does  not  mean  we 
are  to  be  passive  an  unconcerned,  but 
it  does  us  well  to  remember  that  we  are 
not  home  yet.  100  years  from  now  the 
absolutely  only  thing  that  will  matter  is 
your  response  to  Christ  and  the  salva¬ 
tion  He  offered. 

I  am  sure  John  could  have  become 
discouraged  while  on  Patinos  and  God 
gave  him  a  glimpse  of  what  was  to  come. 

The  great 
thing  about 
■  the  glimps- 

:  ; &  °‘  Cj0i ^ 

Explore  the  Bftrijg  ^ 

With  Bobby  McKayW^  <e 

I  us  to  per- 
■  severe  and 
stay  faith¬ 
ful  to  Him. 

A  glimpse  of  the  glory  of  God  allows  us 
to  see  the  world  from  Heaven’s  perspec¬ 
tive  and  that  changes  everything!  The 
first  thing  John  sees  as  recorded  in  Rev¬ 
elation  4  was  an  open  door  in  Heaven.  It 
was  opened  for  him  and  invited  to  come 
in.  Wnat  a  beautiful  picture  of  the  grace 
of  God  The  centerpiece  of  John’s  vision 
was  a  throne. 


The  throne  reminded  John,  the  origi¬ 
nal  audience  and  us  today  of  the  glory  and 

aesty  of  the  Lord  The  beautiful  colors 
jewels  were  the  only  way  he  could  de¬ 
scribe  God’s  appearance.  John  then  saw 
24  other  thrones  that  surrounded  the  cen¬ 
tral  throne.  This  is  one  of  many  sections 
that  have  been  subject  to  numerous  inter¬ 
pretations.  The  24  most  likely  is  indicative 
of  the  12  sons  of  Israel  and  tne  12  apostles 
of  Christ  In  Revelation  4:5,6  John's  atten¬ 
tion  is  shifted  to  the  central  throne  again. 
Lightning,  thunder,  fiery  torches  and 
something  appearing  like  a  sea  of  crystal 
are  all  images  John  recorded  How  might 
those  visuals  reflect  God’s  glory  and  at  me 
same  time,  encourage  you  today? 

He  doses  the  chapter  with  praise  and 
worship.  When  a  believer  encounters  the 
holiness  of  God  worship  will  follow.  A 
glimpse  of  God  is  all  we  need  to  be  trans¬ 
formed  I  mentioned  a  riddle  earlier  about 
the  senses.  The  answer  is  our  life  with 
God  We  hear  His  voice,  we  can  taste  and 
see  He  is  good  our  worship  is  a  pleasing 
aroma  to  Him,  we  see  those  around  us  that 
need  lifting  up,  and  He  touches  our  heart 
and  mind  with  His  love.  Believing  and  fol¬ 
lowing  God  makes  sense;  all  five  of  them! 

McKau  is  pastor  of  Harperville 
Church ,  Harperville. 


Return  to  Prayer  •  Nehemiah  1 


Recently,  Lifeway  Research  con¬ 
ducted  a  survey  about  piayer.  The  find¬ 
ings  were  interesting:  When  Americans 
prayed,  82%  of  them  prayed  for  fam¬ 
ily  or  mends;  74%  of  those  prayers  in¬ 
cluded  praying  for  themselves;  but  only 
42%  of  the  people  surveyed  included  any 
prayers  asking  for  forgiveness  from  sin. 
About  half  of  Americans  (48  percent) 
say  they  pray  at  least  every  day,  while  a 
third  (31  percent)  say  they  pray  several 
tiroes  a  day.  Overall,  about  two-thirds 
(65  percent)  of  Americans  say  they  pray 
at  least  once  a  month  (lifewayreaearch. 
com  October  1,  2014}.  Nehemiah  shows 
us  the  perfect  model  for  prayer  and  seek¬ 
ing  God  through  fasting  during  a  heart¬ 
breaking  and  difficult  time. 

Around  one  thousand  years  after  Mo¬ 
ses  and  about  400  years  before  the  birth 
of  Christ,  the  scripture  tells  us  that  Ne¬ 
hemiah  asked  some  people  who  had  re¬ 
turned  from  Jerusalem  about  the  state  of 
the  dty.  It  is  easy  to  see  how  Nehemiah’s 
desire  to  live  for  God  results  in  an  ongo¬ 
ing  concern  for  others.  Because  he  lived 
in  the  Shushan,  the  fortified  palace  and 
was  an  important  servant  in  the  King  of 
Persia’s  household,  he  was  probably  a 
busy  and  important  person.  Ouj  scrip¬ 
ture  today’s  shows  Lis  compassion  and 
desire  to  see  how  the  Jews  were  doing. 


The  men  answer  his  Question  with  dire 
news.  The  remnant  of  the  people  was  in 
distress  and  great  trouble!  The  gates  and 
the  walls  were  tdnf  down. 

Reaction:  Nehemiah  reacts  quickly, 
in  verse  4,  “When  I  heard  these  words, 
I  sat  down  and  wept.  1  mourned  for  a 
number  of  days,  fasting  and  praying  be¬ 
fore  the  God  of  heaven.”  Many  scholars 
believe  that  Nehemiah  prayed  for  four 
months  be¬ 
fore  taking 
action  to 
do  some- 

Bible  Studies  fi 

compel  M 
him  to  pray  j 
and  seek 
God.  Many 

times  we  do  not  want  to  pray  because 
we  believe  that  we  can  fix  problems  in 
our  own  strength. 

Repentance:  No  doubt  that  Nehe¬ 
miah’s  time  with  the  Lord  in  fasting  and 
prayer  had  God’s  purposes  aD  over  it  God 
used  that  time  to  place  in  Nehemiah’s 
heart  a  desire  for  repentance.  Nehemiah 
acknowledges  that  he  and  his  Father’s 
house  had  sinned.  He  acted  humble  and 


tion  with  dire  identified  with  the  needy.  He  prayed  us- 
>eople  was  in  ing  “we”  instead  of  “they  . 

[he  gates  and  Rcmenhcr  After  confessing  sin,  Ne¬ 
hemiah  takes  time  to  ask  God  to^remem- 
:acts  quickly,  ber"  the  promises  He  had  made.  This  is 
these  words,  an  awesome  way  to  come  to  God-praying 
oumed  for  a  back  to  Him  the  promises  He  had  made  to 
i  praying  be-  Moses.  God  had  not  forgotten  His  prom- 
any  scholars  ises  to  Moses  but  this  verbalization  of  that 
lyed  for  four  p  omise  helped  Nehemiah  to  position  his 

prayer.  Re- 
n  member 

those  bum- 
M  per  stickers 

■  that  said, 

iiuuica  iui  miq  f  “God 

BethS.  Bowman  it*?  Ne- 

hemiah’s 
Ji  ■  r/  P  *  a  t 

pf  Gods 
previous 

>ray  because  promises  was  the  opportunity  to  verbalize 
problems  in  nis  faith.  The  promise  he  reminded  God 
about  was  a  conditional  one.  If  the  people 
t  that  Nehe-  return  to  Him...then  He  will  show  mercy 
n  fasting  and  and  gather  the  exiles  together  in  safety 
11  over  it.  God  Nehemiah  displays  great  faith  by  remind- 
Nehemiah's  ed  God  of  His  previous  commitments. 

*.  Nehemiah  Walk:  Hare  you  spent  time  in  confession 

his  Father’s  lately?  What  promises  of  God  can  you  pray 
I  humble  and  back  to  Him  in  frith?  Hare  difficult  situa- 


dies  for  Life 


tions  caused  you  to  act  in  your  own  power 
or  the  power  of  God  through  prayer? 

Run:  Spend  some  extended  time  in 
prayer  ana  fasting.  Take  significant  time 

out  of  your  life  to  seek  Goa  and  worship 
Him.  Ask  Him  to  reveal  sin  in  your  life 
that  has  crept  in. 

Soar  Stop  and  take  a  look  at  the  suffer¬ 
ing  of  the  world.  Are  there  Christian  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters  who  are  being  persecuted 
for  their  faith?  When  will  you  stop  your 
busy  life  long  enough  to  pray  for  them? 

My  most  precious  moments  with  Jesus 
have  not  come  during  the  easy  times  of  my 
fife.  My  fellowship  with  him  nas  not  deep¬ 
ened  on  the  brightest  of  days  but  rather, 
those  times  in  which  I  have  been  heart¬ 
broken,  sad  and  discouraged  It  is  during 
those  times  that  I  have  haaa  small  glimpse 
into  His  perfect  mercy,  compassion  and 
care.  It  has  been  during  those  times  that  I 
just  had  to  trust  His  plans  working  out  for 
His  ultimate  purposes  for  me.  I  know  you 
can  probably  share  similar  times  in  your 
own  life.  Let  those  precious  times  be  a  re¬ 
minder  to  always  seek  Him  first  and  not 
our  own  power,  abilities  or  talents  to  guide 
us  through-just  Christ  and  Him  alone 

Bowman  is  Minister  of  Connection, 
First  Church,  Brandon,  and  a  speaker 
for  women’s  euents. 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 


City:  Revival,  Aug.  2-5;  David  0- 
dridge,  speaker,  Rick  Kennedy, 
music;  Barry  Ward,  pastor 
►  SoctetyHW  Church,  Oakvala: 

Revival,  Aug.  2-5;  Suit,  11  am; 
lunch  served,  and  6  pm;  Mon. 
•  Wed,  7  pm;  William  Wall, 


speaker,  Terry  Wallace,  music; 
Jake  Staten,  pastor, 
fr  Dariore  Church,  Dario mz 

Homecoming,  Aug,  2,  service, 
10:30  am  special  worship  mu¬ 
sic  followed  by  covered  (fish  lun¬ 
cheon;  John  Reed,  speaker. 

fr  Pleasant  HH  Church,  Bogua 


Chitlo:  Homecoming,  Aug,  2; 
services,  945  am  with  music 
and  history  preaentation,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  (miner,  Steve  Bishop 
and  Roy  McHenry  leading  in 
wonhip. 


Homecoming,  Aug,  2;  Sunday 
MnmL  * 45  Mt;  "wahip.  u 
am,  followed  by  dinner  on  the 
grounds;  Bob  Rogers,  wp*ker 
p  Savtfis  Church,  Smith 


County:  Homecoming  and  re¬ 
vival,  Aug.  2-5;  Sun.,  service, 
10:30  am,  followed  by  covered 
dish  lunch  and  afternoon  song 
service;  Brian  Fitzsimmons, 
speaker.  Uni  Robertson,  mu¬ 
se;  Moo.  -  Wed,  7  pan.;  Mike 
Grenn,  speaker,  Mark  Hamilton, 
music 

►  Beacon  Church,  Hattie* 
burg  50th  anniversary,  Aug.  2; 
Sunday  School,  10  am;  worship. 


11  am,  followed  by  food  and  tel 


►  Rock  Bluff  Church,  Daniel 
Homecoming  Aug.  2;  service 
n  am,  followed  by  lunch;  Jim 
Futral,  speaker,  Judy  Rhode*  l>a- 
vis,  music;  Donnie  Stuart,  paM 

►  Calvary  Church,  Eupora 
Revival,  Aug,  2-5;  Sun.,  6  pan., 
Mon.  -  Wed,  7  pm;  Randy 
Futral,  speaker,  Jimmy  Wataon, 
music. 
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Eight  traits  of  a  missions-centered  congregation 


■BW  —  God  chose  the 
church  to  be  His  messenger  and 
make  a  powerful  impact  on  the 
world.  It  doesn't  matter  if  it  has 
10,000  or  20  members,  a  church 
is  called  to  reach  the  nations  with 
the  Gospel.  The  International 
Mission  Board  asked  pastors 
and  mission/ mobilization  spe¬ 
cialists  around  die  globe  to  eve 
some  insights  into  what  makes 
missions-centered  churches. 

They  boiled  it  down  to  eight 
traits  that  indicate  this  type  of 
congregation: 

l.  Has  a  *naw”  mental - 


God  is  doing  right  now" 
drives  this  church.  They  under¬ 
stand  most  generations  before 
them  have  not  had  the  opportu- 

nations^Not  only  Jo  unreached 
people  often  live  in  their  com¬ 
munities,  but  global  travel  is 
relatively  easy  now.  They  can 
go  to  India  and  back  in  less 
than  a  week.  They  can  actually 
meet  the  last  unreached  people 
groups  (less  than  two  percent 
Christian)  on  earth,  not  just  see 
their  pictures  in  a  magazine. 

/a  in  it  for  the  long 
haul.  Rather  than  asking, 
"What  fits  my  church?"  a  mis¬ 
sions-centered  one  asks,  "What 
needs  to  be  done  and  where?" 
They  are  awakened  and  con¬ 
sumed  by  worshipping  God 
and  making  Him  known  to  all 
peoples.  No  matter  if  the  God- 
given  task  takes  one  day  or  20 
years,  they  are  committed.  This 
collective  burden  is  met  with  a 
sustainable  plan. 

3.  Has  cheerleaders.  Note 
the  plural.  Not  one  cheerleader 


but  many1.  Yes,  the  pastor  may 
lead  the  way  but  what  happens 
if  he  moves  to  another  church? 
Does  this  stop  a  missions-cen¬ 
tered  church?  There  are  other 
leaders  invested  and  sold  out  to 
the  viiaon.  They  are  the  mobiliz 
ere  —  point  people.  A  missions- 
centered  churcn  knows  that  it 
will  be  no  more  engaged  in  mis¬ 
sions  than  its  leaders. 

4.  Spends  time  on  their 


They  are  ready  to  tackle  spiri¬ 
tual  warfare  head  on.  The 
thought  that  no  other  church 
in  the  world  is  praying  for  a 
specific  unengaged,  unreached 
people  group  really  matters 
to  them.  They  know  that  it  is 
their  responsibility  to  come  up 
with  a  church-planting  strat¬ 
egy  where  none  has  been  done 
before.  They  believe  that  starts 
with  prayer. 

5.  Inflexible  and  stead - 
fast.  The  phrase,  "we’ve  never 
done  it  that  way,"  spurs  the 
missions-centered  church  to 
break  the  mold.  They  strive  to 
be  creative,  knowing  that  trends 


and  needs  may  change  but  the 
basks  remain  die  same  —  shar¬ 
ing  the  love  of  Christ  and  bring¬ 
ing  people  to  Him. 

6.  Trains  and  equips. 
There  is  an  intentional  equip¬ 
ping  of  the  church  to  live  out 
God’s  mission  plan.  The  con¬ 
gregation  is  discipled  in  God’s 
passion  for  the  nations.  They 
are  hungry  for  training  in  evan¬ 
gelism  and  strengthening  lo¬ 
cal  believers.  They  pass  their 
knowledge  on  to  others,  teach¬ 
ing  what  they’ve  learned  along 
the  way. 

7.  Networks  with  others. 
Understanding  that  they  don’t 
know  everything,  missions-cen¬ 
tered  churches  are  great  net- 
workers.  They  are  aware  of  oth¬ 
ers  involved  in  similar  projects 
and  readily  seek  advice.  These 
relationships  create  a  unique 
synergy  that  leads  to  increased 

effectiveness  and  a - * — 

pact  on  the  p 
mg  to  reach, 
catty  or  globally. 

8.  Sends.  Churches  fo¬ 
cused  on  the  lost  try  to  plug 
into  the  life  of  the  world 
around  them.  They  under¬ 
stand  that  being  sent  isn’t  a  fu¬ 
ture  event  or  even  an  overseas 
calling.  Being  sent  is  a  book  of 
Acts  lifestyle  —  a  way  of  living 
—  the  way  of  Jesus.  There  are 
still  more  than  3*000  people 
groups  with  no  one  intention¬ 
ally  working  among  them  to 
see  churches  planted.  The  mis¬ 
sions-centered  church  will  roll 
up  their  sleeves  and  get  their 
hands  dirty  for  Jesus.  This 
kind  of  church  will  ask  God  to 
use  them  no  matter  the  cost. 


REACHING  OUT  -  A  missions-centered  church  reaches 
out  to  internationals  living  in  the  United  States  and  in  other 
countries,  like  this  unidentified  Baptist  woman  from  Arkansas 
teaching  South  Asian  children  in  an  undisclosed  location.  (BP 
photo  courtesy  of  IMB) 


that  s  k>- 


FOCUSED  ON  GOSPEL  -  A  missions-centered  church 
reaches  out  to  internationals  living  in  the  United  States  and 
in  other  countries,  like  this  unidentified  Baptist  volunteer 
handing  out  Bibles  to  Chinese  tourists  at  a  popular  vacation 
spot  in  Southeast  Asia.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  IMB) 


Oklahoma  high  court  ruling  may  have  national  impact 


ENDANGERED  -The  Okie 
horns  Sup«4*n«  wJurt  recent¬ 
ly  ruled  that  a  Tan  Command¬ 
ments  display  at  the  state 
capitol  is  unconstitutional, 
making  uncertain  the  future 
of  the  display  at  its  currant 
location.  (BP  photo  courtesy 
LSB  Photo) 


OKLAHOMA  CITY  (BP)  -  If 
allowed  to  stand,  an  Oklahoma 
Supreme  Court  ruling  banning 
a  privately-funded  Ten  Com¬ 
mandments  display  on  the  state 
capitol  grounds  could  lead  to 
the  removal  of  similar  displays 
across  America,  a  free  speech 
advocacy  group  has  argued. 

Despite  the  Oklahoma  high 
court’s  ruling,  Republican  Gov. 
Mary  Pallin  said  a  six-foot, 
granite  Ten  Commandments 
monument  will  remain  at  the 
capitol  while  Republican  At¬ 
torney  General  Scott  Pruitt  files 
an  appeal  and  state  legislators 
consider  a  measure  to  let  Okla¬ 
homa  residents  vote  on  striking 
an  amendment  from  the  state 
constitution  cited  by  justices  as 
rationale  for  ordering  the  com¬ 
mandments  removed. 

The  American  Center  for 
Law  and  Justice  (ACU)  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  warned  in 
a  news  release  that  at  least  36 
other  states  have  adopted  simi¬ 
lar  constitutional  amendments 
and  could  be  liable  to  lawsuits 
challenging  their  Ten  Com¬ 
mandments’  displays. 


"The  Oklahoma  Court's  de¬ 
cision  could  (and  likely  will) 
be  used  as  persuasive  author¬ 
ity  to  essentially  circumvent 
the  United  States  Supreme 
Court’s  hard-fought  First 
Amendment  decisions,"  the 
ACU  statement  said.  "In  other 
words,  the  Oklahoma  Supreme 
Court’s  novel  interpretation” 
of  the  amendment  "could 
jeopardize  the  display  of  pri¬ 
vately  donated  monuments 
with  religious  text  or  symbols 
across  the  county  even  where 
the  United  States  Supreme 
Court's  First  Amendment 
jurisprudence  has  allowed 
such  displays." 

The  Oklahoma  amendment 
in  question  states,  "No  public 
money  or  property  shall  ever  be 
appropriated,  applied,  donated, 
or  used,  directly  or  indirectly, 
for  the  use,  benefit,  or  support 
of  any  sect,  church,  denomina¬ 
tion,  or  system  of  religion,  or 
for  the  use,  benefit,  or  support 
of  any  priest,  preacher,  minis¬ 
ter,  or  other  religious  teacher 
or  dignitary,  or  sectarian  insti¬ 
tution  as  such." 


The  court  ruled  the  Ten  Com¬ 
mandments  display  violates  the 
ban  of  publk  money  or  land  be¬ 
ing  used  to  benefit  a  religion. 

Anthony  Jordan,  executive 
director  of  the  Baptist  Gen¬ 
eral  Convention  of  Oklahoma 
in  Oklahoma  City,  released  a 
statement  defending  the  dis¬ 
play  following  the  Supreme 
Court’s  ruling. 

“The  to  Commandments  are 
foundational  to  our  laws  and 
legal  system  in  America,"  Jor¬ 
dan  said.  "Look  at  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court  building 
and  you  see  a  depiction  of  Mo¬ 
ses  holding  the  10  Command¬ 
ments.  We  recognize  that  these 
Commandments  areunportant 

a  vast  majority  of  faith  groups 
as  well.  So  we  strongly  favor  the 
publk  display  of  the  10  Com¬ 
mandments  in  Oklahoma  and 
across  this  great  land." 

Fallin  said  in  justifying  her 
decision  to  let  the  monument 
remain  for  now,  "Oklahoma  is 
a  state  where  we  respect  the 
rule  of  law,  and  we  wifi  not  ig¬ 


nore  the  state  courts  or  their 
decisions.  However,  we  are 
also  a  state  with  three  co-equal 
branches  of  government." 

While  the  executive  branch 
appeals  the  ruling,  the  legisla¬ 
tive  branch  will  work  to  place 
a  constitutional  amendment  on 
the  ballot  possibly  before  the 
November  2016  elections,  the 
Tulsa  World  reported. 

Fallin  noted  the  monument 
"is  a  privately  funded  tribute  to 
historical  events,  not  a  taxpayer 
funded  endorsement  of  any  re¬ 
ligion,  as  some  have  alleged." 

The  Oklahoma  Supreme 
Court  said  its  June  30  ruling 
was  made  “with  no  regard  to 
federal  jurisprudence"  regard¬ 
ing  the  First  Amendment’s 
Establishment  Clause,  which 
states,  ‘Congress  shall  make 
no  law  respecting  an  establish 
ment  of  religion,  or  prohibiting 
the  free  exercise  thereof." 

Pruitt,  the  Oklahoma  at¬ 
torney  general,  told  the  Tulsa 
World  ne  believes  the  Ten 
Commandments  monument 
is  protected  under  the  federal 
constitution. 


